3o4                  LIGHT FROM THE WEST

opinion wrought by the influence of the American
War, combined with the collapse of our foreign
policy, was Gladstone. Before the close of the
Danish question his adhesion to the democratic
cause was announced in a powerful speech on a
private Bill for lowering the franchise, which at
once marked him out as its coming leader. But
in the cause of religious Liberalism he still lagged
behind, giving only an equivocal support to Irish
Church disestablishment, and frankly opposing the
abolition of university tests. Yet the currents of
public opinion were flowing with a greater impetus
in that direction, and were destined to effect as
rapid a revolution. We have now to trace the
history of the great intellectual movement to which
they gave expression, and which constitutes so vital
an element in the English history of the later nine-
teenth century.